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Here I am! Send Me 
5/30/21 

Holy Trinity 
 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

God’s Word comes to us this Holy Trinity Sunday from our Old Testament lesson 
where we hear these words once again from the prophet Isaiah: “In the year that 
King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. And one called 
to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of 
his glory!” And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who 
called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; 
for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphim flew 
to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” And I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.”” (Isaiah 6:1-8) This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Most, if not all of you, are likely familiar with the term “wake-up call”. In the literal 
sense, a wake-up call is when someone has prearranged for someone else to call 
them at a specific time. As an example, a morning wake-up call would serve as an 
‘alarm clock’ for the person to wake-up and get going. The down side of this, of 
course…is that there is no snooze button for those who like several alarms to 
sound before getting up. 
 
But another definition of a wake-up call is something which shocks people… 
making them understand how serious a problem is and causing them to take 
action in order to solve that problem. An example would be: “The heart attack he 
suffered last year was a real wake-up call. Now he exercises and sticks to a diet.” 
 
Perhaps some of you remember an after shave commercial that aired back in the 
seventies. It was for an aftershave made by Mennen called Skin Bracer. The 
commercial’s message was that everybody needs a good morning waker-upper to 
face the day. The sleepy-headed guy in the commercial would pour some of the 
after shave into his hand and then slap both of his cheeks saying, Thanks! I 
needed that!  Mennen wanted viewers to know that it had just the thing to get guys 
going! 
 
 



2 
 

But under circumstances far more dire and much more profound… the prophet 
Isaiah needed his own waker-upper moment if he was going to be ready for the 
rest of his life on earth… and his ministry as God’s prophet to the kingdom of 
Judah and ultimately the world. 
 
Isaiah had a tough assignment: to be God’s prophet at a time when the nation of 
Judah was on its way to captivity and destruction. He was to proclaim the 
message of God’s will… applying the Law to their circumstances. To the 
godless… he would proclaim God’s wrath and inevitable destruction - 
overwhelming in its force - and just like today, beloved…that… is not a popular 
message.  People inside and outside of the church simply do not like to hear the 
Law because it convicts us… especially if it conflicts with our own personal views 
and opinions. 
 
When he began… Isaiah prophesied to a kingdom that was flourishing. But at the 
same time… it was a kingdom that was falling apart… turning to false gods… and 
even human sacrifice. The people began to turn sharply away from God’s help… 
preferring instead worldly help from the Assyrians and the Babylonians… who 
would eventually conquer them.  
 
Additionally… he was to unveil the future - also an unpopular message. It was a 
future of “your country lies desolate”… “foreigners devour your land,”…. and after 
which there would be only “a few survivors.” And he was to foretell a greater 
future:…. for those few survivors, he proclaimed the many promises of a Messiah. 
 
To prepare him for this… God gave Isaiah his waker-upper moment in a vision. In 
it, Isaiah saw the Lord… in all His power… in all His glory. Isaiah was utterly 
overcome by what he saw… and he despaired… he despaired of his “unclean lips, 
[and dwelling] in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” … and having seen the 
“King, the Lord of hosts!” Actually what Isaiah saw was a vision that the Lord had 
given Him. He was actually spared seeing God, which also saved his life.  
 
In this vision, Isaiah is concerned mostly about his unclean lips. And so we see 
that those lips receive forgiveness by a type of means of grace. An angel took a 
burning coal from the altar in heaven: plain wood… united with divine fire. As 
Isaiah’s lips were touched… the angel explained what this meant: “Your guilt is 
taken away, and your sin atoned for.” As the coal touched Isaiah’s mouth… it also 
delivered even more! It provided Isaiah the experience - and the relief - of the 
forgiveness of his sins. Having had his “wake-up call” moment… Isaiah was now 
ready to be sent as the spokesman - of the Triune God - to a fallen people and 
fallen world. His response: “Here I am! Send me!” 
 
 



3 
 

Trinity Sunday and this Old Testament reading provide us each with the 
opportunity for our own “Thanks! I needed that!” wake-up call. God is still the holy 
and almighty God… and we live every moment, friends… with “unclean lips” … 
among people of “unclean lips”… as we live before Him.  
 
And contrary to what people may think and say today… and to whom or what they 
may look for answers and comfort… the very same almighty and all-powerful God 
that Isaiah saw in his vision… that same God… remains all-knowing, all-powerful, 
and ever-present. And He judges by the same Ten Commandments. So we come 
away no better. Isaiah probably lived a pretty good life. We probably believe that 
we live pretty good lives, too! But we can only say, brothers and sisters - with 
Isaiah - “Woe is me! For I am lost.” 
 
The same almighty and all-powerful God that so severely judged Israel and 
Judah… must also judge our nation… and all the nations of this world. And when 
He does… it isn’t… and it won’t be… a happy day if punishment for our sin was all 
there is to our story. For God is still a merciful God… not only of power and of 
glory… but also of patience and mercy. By His Divine influence, God “left us a few 
survivors” at the demise of Judah… and through the ministry of Isaiah, he 
showered those survivors with a long list of promises of the One who would come 
out of Judah… to save those who remained… faithful.  
 
By His Divine love and will, Our Father kept those promises and made possible 
the salvation of all humanity by sending his Son - Jesus -to pay for our sins. By 
His Holy Spirit, God still sends spokesmen to carry his message of Law and 
Gospel… to those who worship him as the only true and Triune God. He still 
provides visible means of grace: the bread and wine that touches our lips… to 
give assurance of forgiveness. In His divine mystery, our Triune God sends all of 
us to “tell the love of Jesus.” 
 
Two-year-old Rainn Peterson disappeared from her great-grandparent’s house in 
Northeast Ohio one Friday evening. She was staying with her two brothers while 
her mother was moving into an apartment. Ms. Peterson said her grandmother 
was in the kitchen and the three children were with her grandfather in another 
area of the house when Rainn wandered away. Every possible government 
agency led the search, including the County Sheriff's Office, the FBI, and the U. S. 
Marshal's office.  
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Imagine how scared the family must have been. The sense of helplessness… and 
as the hours dragged on… the sense of hopelessness. Throughout the course of 
the weekend, the community mobilized as well. Volunteers on four-wheelers 
combed the fields,… even searchers on horseback  and a helicopter joined the 
rescue efforts! Then - later Sunday evening - a volunteer found her, calling 911 
and saying: “I found baby Rainn and she's alive!”  
 
She was indeed alive and well… sleeping in a nearby field a half-mile from her 
great-grandparent’s house. Picture the scene of intense relief and joy as the family 
and rescuers breathed a sigh of relief… and said a prayer of thanksgiving as little 
Rainn was returned home! For the reunited family… this was the most profound 
experience of community they had ever experienced. 
 
What if we – as faithful Christians… led by the power of the Holy Spirit - united in 
the search for the lost?  In the book of Acts, the community gathered and united 
for the mission of reaching a lost world… and it was the greatest sense of 
community those early Christians ever had, as Luke describes: “And day by day… 
breaking bread in their homes… they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts… praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number - day by day - those who were being saved.”  
 
Friends… this is also the model for how we must praise God with thanksgiving, 
grateful hearts, and eager hands and voices… to reach beyond these four walls… 
to spread the Good News of Christ Jesus and His love for all people. The Holy 
Spirit – at work in you – gives you the power and the strength and the courage to 
do so. 
 
Today, the nature of our Three-in-One God remains a mystery… and it will 
continue to be this side of heaven. Only when we arrive there will we slap 
ourselves on both sides of our face - like the guy in the commercial - and say, 
“Why didn’t I think of that earlier, when I was living my life on earth?” 
 
M. R. DeHaan - a medical doctor and founder of the Radio Bible Class during 
World War II, notes that in saying “God is light,”…  St. John is telling us something 
about the Holy Trinity. A scientific analysis of sunlight reveals that it consists of 
three kinds of rays: Rays that are invisible and can neither be seen nor felt… rays 
that can be seen but never felt… and rays that are felt but never seen.  
 
God the Father corresponds to the first ray; No one [in our time] has seen God. 
The Son - who is the light of the world - is like the ray which we can see but not 
feel. The Holy Spirit parallels with the third type of ray that is felt but never seen. 
He is felt in the lives of believers.  
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And what can also be seen… is the light that comes… from us! God the Father 
loved us in this way: that He sent His only Son - whom He loved - into the world to 
die and rise again for us… so that whoever believes in Jesus… will have eternal 
life.  
 
Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit so that we may believe… and that is where our light 
“shines among men.” It shines in the good works we do for our neighbors, 
families, friends, and whoever else we may encounter. 
 
Astrophysicist Gel-co Eva-zich (Željko Ivezić) put it like this: “The purpose of life is 
to plant the trees whose shade we will not enjoy.” REPEAT. 
 
This is such a gorgeous image of a life lived like Christ… in thanksgiving to our 
Triune God. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” continues to be God’s 
call today for all believers. If we are truly paying attention to the Spirit-breathed 
Word… and are reminded that God is still King of Creation… we will also be ready 
not only to admit, “Thanks! I needed that!”…. but also to respond, “Here I am! 
Send me.”  
 
All I can say to this beloved… is that we have got a lot of trees to plant! This is the 
Word of the Lord. Amen. 


