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He Has Come to Save You 
6/19/22  

Father’s Day 
SJN 

 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

God’s Word comes to us this morning from our First reading where we hear these 
words once more: “When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and 
told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had 
happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons 
had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were 
afraid. And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had 
been healed.” (Luke 8:34-36) This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Many times this demoniac – this demon-possessed man - had been chained up 
and kept under close guard. But every time… he would break the chains… and be 
driven back into the desert by the demon. This demoniac… desired… to be alone.  
 
He didn’t live in a house. The demon forced him into deserted places - places 
considered haunts of evil spirits - and also driven into the tombs - probably caves 
or clefts used as burial places. He didn’t even wear any clothes! The demoniac 
was destined to a life of torment… of madness… of loneliness.  
 
This man is the epitome… of all who are doomed to death… being caught in the 
futility of pagan worship… which – when you really look at it - is the worship of 
demons.  
 
Truly beloved… there are absolutely no other names under heaven - given among 
us that we might be saved – except… the name of Jesus. And anyone… 
anyone… who does not recognize Jesus as the Son of God breaking into our 
sinful world to save us… is in the worship of demons.  
 
As Jesus steps out of the boat and onto the land, the demoniac was the lone 
person to meet Him. It wasn’t too long ago when large crowds of people rushed to 
meet Jesus wherever he was! But just earlier that morning… a great storm had 
rocked the countryside, keeping most everyone in their homes. That was the 
same storm that popped up quickly on the Sea of Galilee while Jesus and His 
disciples were sailing across the lake. Thunder shook their bodies and lightning 
flashed all around. The wind blew fiercely and the waves crested right into their 
boat! 
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The disciples were terrified at the storm! And where was Jesus? He was sleeping 
peacefully in the boat. When the disciples finally woke Him up and begged Him for 
help… He commanded the storm, the wind, and the water… to cease. And they 
did… leaving the disciples mystified at his incredible power. 
 
And so upon Jesus’ arrival the demoniac spoke, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you not to torment me.” Did you hear 
that?... what the demoniac said about Jesus? What he confessed should astonish 
Christians… and shame unbelievers. While the disciples are still wondering who 
Jesus is after calming the storm just a few hours ago… while even whole cities in 
Israel have trouble understanding Jesus - this demon… knows exactly… who 
Jesus is… and why he has come into the world. We can see here that even Satan 
and the demons believe who Jesus is… and they shudder. 
 
Because of their rebellion against God in heaven… they are beyond redemption. 
They are condemned… condemned to eternal fires of torment in the abyss… 
which God prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25). But notice, friends… 
the demon does not even want to go there. It begs Jesus not to send them there! 
What an incredible thought! Think on that a moment! Not even the demons… want 
to be in hell! 
 
Yet… until the time when they will be cast into the abyss - for eternity - they are on 
the prowl. Due to their utter hate for God… their whole goal… is to turn us away 
from faith in Christ… which would then condemn us… to an eternity of suffering 
with them. 
 
So back to the demoniac’s question: Another way to translate the demoniac’s 
question would be “Why do you not leave me alone?” This, then, begs the 
question: who is the one asking? The demon… or the man? 
 
If this question is voiced by the demon… well, he already knows the answer. 
Jesus will not leave him alone. Jesus has come to conquer Satan - and his grip on 
humanity - by His death and resurrection. He has come to destroy evil in all its 
forms… and drive it from the face of the earth! 
 
In our day and age, brothers and sisters… the need for this is becoming more and 
more evident. Satan’s grip on humanity tears us apart from God… and from one 
another… acts of terrorism mean to cause us fear, doubt, and paranoia; 
bloodshed and shootings reminding us of the fragility of life; Supreme Court 
Justices being threatened or targeted because of decisions they may or may not 
make that people just plain disagree with; border security disputes; inflation finger-
pointing; indoctrination of children in schools to what is really racist ideals; parents 
being threatened with arrest over Gender-Identification concerns, Pronoun use or   
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disagreeing with the teaching of sex-education in primary schools; even our day-
to-day stresses tempt us to just.. give.. up… so, YES…. the need for a Savior is all 
the more pressing and obvious. 
 
Now consider if this question is asked by the man. He has been possessed and 
harassed by evil. As he asks Jesus, “why do you not leave me alone,” he hopes… 
that Jesus will not pass Him by. That is what he fears most! That Jesus would turn 
away from him… and leave him to suffer as he deserves! 
 
Friends… God has every right - in His justice - to leave him… alone. Not only 
him… but us as well. In the midst of shootings, of disease and death, of hatred 
and cancel culture… God… could easily abandon us to the sin, pride, and 
arrogance of our society… and of each one of us… each and every one of us… in 
our own sin and guilt. 
 
But… but in His mercy… Jesus does not leave us alone. In fact… He can’t. We 
are as helpless as the Genesaret demoniac. Sin and evil means separation… and 
that is a result that Jesus just cannot bear to let happen to us. Though we deserve 
it… Jesus cannot bear the thought of leaving us to our own demise… to forever 
live… among the tombs … in eternal death. 
 
Jesus doesn’t leave us alone to suffer what we deserve. He comes to His 
creation… a creation possessed by bloodthirsty and rebellious spirits… to save 
you… save you from sin and Satan. Jesus comes from heaven into our world to 
be with us. He comes to right all wrongs… to cast out all sin, fear and evil… and 
He comes… to bid us to follow and to listen to Him. He does this in order to 
become one with us… to experience the evils we feel and know… and to bring us 
through them… to be with Him… in His holiness and purity forever. 
 
And all this He does for you… by dealing with sin once and for all… in His body on 
the cross. As Jesus cast out demons, healed the sick and diseased all throughout 
his ministry… He was pointing all people to see His ultimate power over sin and 
death… at His cross. For that is why He came - to die for all who are possessed 
by sin… worried by evil sin… pestered by demons… who feel isolated and alone 
looking for comfort and peace. 
 
Christ Jesus shed His blood for your sin. He suffered the just punishment - being 
forsaken even by His own Father in heaven. Jesus was left all alone… bearing the 
sin of the world… bearing your sin… bearing my sin. In His innocent suffering and 
death… Jesus canceled all your sin… and took away your guilt. And by death on 
the tree… Satan - with all his power to accuse - is squashed – squashed under 
the feet of Jesus in utter defeat… for your sin is removed… and your life is safe… 
with Jesus.  
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What happens next in our text is a wonderful foreshadowing of what happens in 
Holy Baptism. Jesus - with a word - commands the demons to leave the man. 
They are cast out and enter the nearby pigs. These then run down a nearby 
embankment right into the sea… where they swiftly drown and die.  
 
This is a great picture of the forgiveness given you in the water of Holy Baptism. 
There - in those blessed waters - the demons - which held you tight - were cast 
out. “Depart you unclean spirit and make room for the Holy Spirit”. These are the 
words proclaimed in an ancient Baptismal liturgy. They – the demons - were cast 
out. The sin which plagued you… is washed away, drowned and dead with the old 
Adam. The devil is forever cast out. And you… now indwelt by the Holy Spirit… 
are made alive to be with Jesus… fully clothed with His righteousness and purity 
forever. 
 
And that is how the demoniac ends up in our text today. After the pig herdsmen 
witness what happened to their pigs, they quickly ran back to the city in fear. They 
told everyone what happened, and the whole town came out against Jesus… 
begging Him to leave them. Oh the irony!  
 
But notice what they see when they get to Jesus and the man… No longer is the 
demoniac crazy and possessed and naked. Jesus is sitting with the man… 
peacefully. He is clothed and in his right mind. And also notice… Jesus and the 
man are completely removed from the chaos, anxiety, and fear that surround 
them. While everyone else is in a panic and uproar… they are remarkably calm 
and peaceful. 
 
Such is the power of Jesus for you too, brothers and sisters… as He brings 
heavenly peace in His body for you. We see from this episode… that in His great 
mercy… He does not leave us alone. Desiring you to be with Him eternally…He 
will never leave you alone… never. He comes to you in His risen flesh in His Word 
and sacraments.  
 
There… is your assurance. There… is your comfort…for in these you own Jesus. 
Even in the midst of overwhelming and crushing forces that we cannot 
comprehend or battle… the power of Jesus for you… is undiminished.  
Though Satan is like a roaring lion seeking for someone to devour… he is a 
defeated foe. He cannot harm you as Christ is with you and you are with Christ. 
God has rescued you from the dominion of darkness… and brought you into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves… in whom we have redemption… the forgiveness of 
sins. 
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Thanks be to God… that there is nowhere we can go… where we will ever be 
away from Jesus. He does not leave us alone to eternally suffer… He has come, 
beloved… He has come to save you… to save you by His almighty power over 
sin, death, and the devil. He has come… to be with you. And in Him… you will 
always have hope, comfort, life, and eternal peace. This is the Word of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 


