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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

God’s Word comes to us this morning from Luke’s Gospel in the telling of the birth 
of Jesus: “And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10) This is the Word of the Lord. 

Today I am going to give a slightly different kind of message. I would like to keep it 
especially simple for the children who are here and who may be listening online as 
we celebrate our Family Christmas here at SJN. 
 
And so… we begin by going on a journey … back in time… to Jesus’ birth.  We 
are heading on a road trip… a road trip from Jerusalem to the little town of 
Bethlehem. Although Bethlehem might have just looked like any small town in 
Israel… there were some very special things that happened there.   
 
From the Old Testament, we learn of some of these events, such as: Rachel, 
Jacob’s wife – who died in Bethlehem when she gave birth to her son Benjamin. 
(Genesis 35:19) Then there is Ruth – from Moab - who moved to Bethlehem with 
her mother-in-law Naomi and married Boaz (Ruth 1-4:13) And then of course, 
there is King David - Ruth’s great grandson – who was born in Bethlehem. (Ruth 
4:16) 
 
The people of Bethlehem knew there was something special about their little town. 
In fact… God had made a special promise to send the Messiah - God’s Chosen 
One - there.  You see, God had promised He would deliver His people from their 
sins.  This Messiah would be the Savior of the world. And God had promised - in 
His Word, the Bible - that the Messiah would be born… in Bethlehem.  (Micah 5:2) 
 
The people of the little town had been waiting a long time for God’s promise to 
really happen.  And we know… that when God makes a promise… He keeps His 
promise.  His promises may take longer than we expect… but God is faithful… 
and He will do what He said He would do. 
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Now, the Emperor - Caesar - wanted to count all the people in the region so he 
could find out how many people he was ruling over and then tax them accordingly. 
So there were many people on the road heading to their homes to be counted. 
And as we travel along, we see a man leading a donkey with the man’s wife on its 
back. This man is Joseph and this is his wife Mary… and they tell us an incredible 
story.   
 
An angel named Gabriel appeared to Mary before she was married and said that 
she was going to have a baby… and He would be God’s Son.  Joseph had Gabriel 
appear to him one night while he was sleeping.  He told him that Mary would have 
God’s Son and His name would be Jesus… that’s because He was going to take 
away the sins of the world. 
 
How incredible and exciting that must have been!  God had promised - so many 
years ago - that He would send a Savior… and now… Mary is pregnant with 
God’s Son who came to take away the sins of the world! 
 
As we approach the town some shepherds come our way and they look pretty 
excited!  “What a day for you to come to this town!  Your first stop has got to be 
the stable near the big Inn.  We have just seen the Savior of the world!” ….“You 
have? Please tell us about it!”  
 
“Well… the other night my friends and I were ready to sleep… and just as we 
started to doze off under the star-lit sky… a bright light shone around us and an 
angel appeared.  It was frightening… but the angel said, “Don’t be afraid… I have 
brought you good news that is for all people. In the city of David  - which is 
another name for Bethlehem - a Savior - Christ the Lord - has been born. You will 
find Him lying in a manger wrapped in swaddling cloths.” 
 
And after the angel told us this message a multitude of angels appeared and 
praised God saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men!” And as soon as the angels left … we jumped up, and headed to 
Bethlehem.  I know it was the middle of the night but we couldn’t wait another 
second to go and meet the Savior of the world!  So we went into Bethlehem and 
we found Him… just as the angel said.  He was lying in a feed box wrapped in 
cloths!  You have got to go see Him.  He is the Promised Savior that we have 
been waiting for God to send!  He will save you from your sins!  Go, quick!” 
 
So, off we go to the cave the shepherds told us about. As we look inside we see 
Mary and Joseph who we had met on our way to Bethlehem. “Hi! We heard about 
the Baby!  We ran into some shepherds who were very excited. They told us all 
about the promised Savior of the world!  And then Mary holds up baby Jesus! 
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Fast forward to today. We know that God kept His promise to send the Savior 
because we have His Word – the Bible.  It was over 2000 years ago when that 
promise  was fulfilled in Jesus’ birth. And importantly… Jesus didn’t stay a baby… 
He grew to be a man.  And as an adult man… Jesus was nailed to a cross for my 
sins… and yours, too… He did this so we could be forgiven from our sins and 
have everlasting life.  God promises… that all who believe in the Lord Jesus as 
their personal Savior… will have eternal life (John 3:16).  Do you believe God’s 
promise?  Have you received the gift of eternal life?  God has promised it… and 
He always keeps His promises… always! 
 
And this is what we are doing this morning, friends… remembering… the Biblical 
narrative… of Jesus coming to earth - at Christmas - to restore our relationship 
with God that was lost by Adam and Eve’s sin… And God promised - all those 
years ago - that our relationship with Him would be fixed… And it has been, 
thanks to Jesus! Promises made… promises kept… and that is worth celebrating 
at Christmas… and every day of the year. Merry Christmas. This is the Word of 
the Lord. Amen. 
 


